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Art Unit: 3751 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claim 6 remains non-elected witliout traverse as being withdrawn to a non- 
elected species 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 1 1, 14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Shannon. 

The Shannon reference discloses a manifold comprising inlets 24a and 24b, 
outlet 32, coaxial inlet 24c, check valves 25a-25c, a central chamber (between wall @ 
reference numeral 12 in Figure 3 and the check valves), a self-sealing membrane 17, 
tubing 51a-51c, a plurality of pumps (see col. 10, lines 21-25), and a cannula (see col. 
5, lines 35-40). Regarding claim 17, the claimed method is inherently performed during 
the normal use of the Shannon device. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12, 13, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shannon in view of Schumacher. 

The Shannon reference discloses a manifold as discussed supra, but only 
discloses three inlets. However, attention is directed to the Schumacher reference, 
which discloses a similar manifold having up to ten inlets to accommodate a mixture of 
more than three components. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art increase the number of inlets to, for example, six or nine, in view of the teachings of 
Schumacher in order to accommodate a mixture with more than three components. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shannon 
in view of Jepson. 

The Shannon reference discloses a manifold as discussed supra, but remains 
silent as to the details of the cannula. However, attention is directed to the Jepson 
reference, which as discussed supra discloses a cannula comprising a male blunt tip 
having a female port therein to allow connection of the cannula to a fluid source. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ a cannula 
comprising a male blunt tip having a female port therein with the Shannon manifold in 
view of Jepson to allow connection of the cannula to a fluid source. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9 and 10 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/18/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that the check valves in the Shannon device are disposed 
in a common passageway, not individual passageways. However, it is the Examiner's 
position that the term "passageway" can reasonably be interpreted to include any one of 
the conduits 14a, b and also extend all the way to the wall at 12 in Figure 12. Thus, the 
claims as presently worded read on the Shannon device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter T deVore whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (703) 308-2580. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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